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Hair-raising event for cancer

KAUSHIK J N

19-yr-old leads a campaign in which she and many others will
cut their hair or tonsure heads in support of cancer patients

{ Niranjan.Kaggere
| @limesgroup.com

irlslovelonghairand thefear
ofhairlossisoneoftheircon-
stant worries. But in an un-
selfish gesture, a girl has de-
cided to tonsure her head in
supportof cancer patients.

On Sunday, Roshni D Talera, a II
BBNV| student of St Joseph's College,
will fhed her locks at a charity event
aptlyl named ‘Cut-a-thon for Cancer
Donation’. BesidesRoshni, manyoth-
ersareexpectedtoeitherclip theirhair
or shave their heads at the event - a
brainchild of this 19-yeat-old girl.

Ifyou’rewonderingaboutthecon-
nection between cancer and hair, the
hair collected at the cut-a-thon will be
used for making wigs for cancer pa-
tients who have lost hair because of
chemotherapy.

Giving details, Dinesh Talera,
Roshni’s father, told BANGALORE Mir-
rOR: “The event is being organised in
support of cancer patients, especially
children with curable cancer and the
terminally ill patients. Patients who
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The poster announcing ‘Cut Cancer’, a
campaign initiated by Roshni (right)

undergo chemotherapy as part of the
treatmentfaceaseverehairloss. Bydo-
nating hair to the wig makers, she
(Roshni)istrying tohelpthemlivelike
‘normal people’.”

Although the event has garnered
enough attention, it was not easy for
Roshni to convince her family mem-
bers, Asked howshehitupon theidea,
she said: “One of my cousins had pre-
viously held-a similar charity eventin

Canada. Initially, my familymembers
were shocked. But [ convinced them
aboutthecauseand theimportanceof
expressing solidarity with the pa-
tients. Besides, two of my cousins had
cancer and they recovered from it. I
have travelled this far because of their
support.”

Roshni said she has been to Karu-
nashraya, Kidwai Cancer Foundation
and Curable Cancer in Kids (CCK), all
agencies working for cancer patients,
and interacted with the patients. “I
searched on various platforms about
thekind of charity thatwecoulddo.So
many things have been done by
others, sowewanted to do something
different. Hence we thought of donat-
ing hair, Usually, patients are looked
down upon and we wanted to convey
thatbeing bald is 4s good as any other
stylequotient.” [

Roshni’s friends too have joined
handswith her. |

A couple of college bands will also
perform at Sunday's event, About 50-
100 peopleare expected to take partin
it, including volunteers, patients,
survivors and doctors. Cancer survi-
vors will share their experiences on
this platform.

“We have been running a support
mobilisation campaign on Facebook
by creating a special page ‘Cut Can-
cer’,” said Roshni, A message on this
pagerequests people to signupfor the
hair cut at a well-known saloon in UB
City. Besides the hair, a part of the
fundslikelytobecolleetedatthe event
will be donated to Karunashraya and
CCK.Theeventwillhappenin UB City
between 3:30 pm and 6:30 pm.




